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On Jan. 20, Chile's opposition coalition, comprised of 17 parties, issued a statement reiterating its
decision to support a single presidential candidate in the upcoming presidential elections. Party
representatives met on Jan. 19 to define procedures for selecting a single candidate. Despite the
fact they did not reach complete agreement, the coalition reiterated its decision to support a single
candidate. On the same day, the Christian Democrat party announced that in February its delegates
from throughout the country would meet to select a presidential candidate. Most analysts believe
that the Christian Democrats' candidate will ultimately be accepted by the other 16 parties. Leaders
of some leftist parties have insisted that no party should consider itself worthy of the right to offer
its own candidate as representative of the coalition. However, they have also stated that if the
Christian Democrat candidate is acceptable to them, they will support him. CD party president and
spokesperson for the alliance, Patricio Aylwin, is a likely choice. The party's alternatives are former
cabinet ministers Andres Zaldivar and Sergio Molina. (Basic data from AP, 01/20/89)
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